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FRANCE UNDER THE OCCUPATION
I COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The course explores the occupation of France in World War II in history, as well as in literature and media.  The curriculum includes an overview of the history of France from 1934 to 1945, concentrating on the Collapse and Occupation, the responses of the civilian population, including collaboration and resistance, and the fate of displaced persons living in France at the time.  Attention is also given to how France came to understand these events through media in the decades that followed.

II COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Goals of the course include learning the history of France in WW II as well as teaching students how to look closely at historical content in media, including literature and film. We use the events in France, from the astonishing collapse of France's army and the emergence of a collaborationist government, to the broad spectrum of social forces active in the resistance movement, to learn how people use media to understand their history. We explore the relationship between history and storytelling, and encourage students to make connections between the two.

III LEARNING OUTCOMES & SOCIAL ISSUES:
Students will:

 i.  Acquire a broad understanding of the history of Europe leading up to World War II and a detailed knowledge of France's history from 1939 - 1945.

ii.  Gain an understanding of how the experience of France during the War has been represented in French history and media since the War.

iii.  Learn to analyse media from and about this period of history, including propaganda, memoir, narrative and documentary film and history.

iv.  Learn to articulate and to write about the relationship between history and storytelling with particular attention to the period under study.

Social Issues  -  Students will:

i. Become aware of how Totalitarian regimes arose in Europe in the 20th century, and how the conflicting goals and aspirations of these regimes led to World War II.

ii.  Learn what racism and political intolerance contributed to the political agendas of the warring parties in Europe at the time.

iii.  Reflect upon, discuss and write about how French people acted when confronted with occupation, state imposed racism, and the rise of the Resistance.

iv.  Learn how the period under review reflects on current social issues including racism, the handling of refugees, and the importance of political activism. 

IV INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS AND ACTIVITIES, PRIMARY TEXTBOOKS:

The course will use Richard Vinen, The Unfree French, as a text.  Students will all read one additional work of fiction, one of non-fiction, one account of early resistance activity, and view 7 media productions (film orTV). 

Texts: (required) Richard Vinen, The Unfree French, Yale, 2006; Arthur Koestler, Scum of the Earth; Vercors, The Silence of the Sea, C. Potter, ed., The Resistance, 1940 , 7 Films: (required) including The Sorrow and the Pity (counts as 2) Don't Look Now..., and The Army of Shadows (req'd) plus 3 of your own choice.
Notes: - The course is given in English.  Films discussed having no subtitles are optional.

V EVALUATION AND GRADING:
Students will keep a journal of their studies, write two papers, take an in-class mid-term test and sit for a final written exam.  There will be four announced quizzes and one required class trip during the semester.


Grading: The average of the four quizzes will constitute one grade in the student's average (14.29%). There will be one grade given for each of two papers (14.29% x 2), one for the journal (14.29%), and one for the mid-term test (14.29%). The final exam will count as two grades (28.58%) in the student’s average.  
All student work is expected to be original.  Plagiarism in student work will be severely sanctioned.
Papers must be delivered on time as hard copy, in double-spaced 10 or 12-point type.

VI ATTENDANCE:

One of the primary requirements this semester is that you attend class. This is not a lecture class, and its success depends very much on your coming to class on time, prepared for the lesson, and ready to view media and to participate in discussion and keep notes. Attendance will be part of your final grade.  

About attendance: two unexcused absences are tolerated. Any other unexcused absence will affect the final grade. Are considered as excused absences: absences linked to IAU excursions; sickness (a medical certificate is required); emergencies.    Absence at a study tour counts for two missed classes. 
VII CALENDAR:  Spring 2019

Date

Class #

_________

1
Introductions, Film: Le Bal  (Scola '83)





 Read: Vinen, Intro. & ch. 1.  History Handout #1
_________

2
Historical background: 1918 – 39





 Film: continue w/ Le Bal.




Read: History Handout #2   Begin Koestler
_________

3
The Phoney War.  Profile: Arthur Koestler.





 Read: Vinen, ch.2.   History Handout #3
_________

4
The Flight from Paris.  Profile: Irene Nemirovsky





 Film: Les Violons du Bal (Drach '74)   Vichy.
_________

5
The Collapse of France, review; Discuss 1st paper .





Reprise: LVB?    Read: Vinen, ch.3.
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p. 3

_________

6
The Collapse of France (rev.)    Quiz #1




Film: Le Chagrin et la Pitie, pt. I  (Ophuls  '69)

_________

7
Film theory: document vs. drama   Journals due (first look)





Film: Casablanca   Read: Vinen, ch.4.
_________

8
Discuss Arthur Koestler, Scum of the Earth




Film: La Bataille du Rail  (Clement '47)  (begin)
_________

9    
Koestler, cont’d. The camps of the south 




TV: Assignment: Rescue (Kaplan '97)





Read: Begin The Silence of the Sea

_________



--- Class Trip ---

_________
     
10
France Divided. Winter '40 - '41.  Quiz #2 





Resistance History (RH #1) (handout) 




Profile: Robert Paxton.   Film: L’Oeil de Vichy (Chabrol '93)

_________

11
1941.  12/7/41 in Europe: Night and Fog.





 RH #2. (handout)   Film: Night and Fog  (Resnais '56)





 1st Paper due
Read:  Vinen, ch.5.
_________

12
Mid-term test.   Early 1942.  Wannsee.  Yellow Stars.  Profile:  Helene Berr.





Film: Sarah's Key (Paquet-Brenner '10
RH #3 (handout)    
_________

13   
Late 1942.  The Resistance matures.   




Film: L’Armee des Ombres  (Melville '69)




RH #4. (handout)  Read: Vinen, ch.6.




--- Spring break ---
_________

14
Winter 42 – 43.  The Darkest Hour.   Stalingrad





Profile: Marc Levy.   Film:  The Last Metro (Truffaut '80)

_________

15
Hiding Out.  The miracle of silence:  Le Chambon, Dieulefit. 




Discuss 2nd paper.     TV: The Children of Chabannes  (Gossels  '99)

_________

16
Discuss Vercors, The Silence of the Sea




Film: Le Silence de la Mer (Melville '47)

_________

17
Quiz #3.  Class visitor (TBA) or review.




Read:  Vinen, ch. 7
_________

18
The use of Laughter.  WW II in comic books.





 Film: La Grande Vadrouille  (Oury '65)  




Read:  Vinen, ch. 8
_________

19
Quiz #4.  The British view. TV: Allô, Allô, 





Profile: Caroline Moorehead 




Film: Seven Thunders  (Croft '56) 
_________

20
Daily Life: Hunger and the Black Market




Le Système "D"




Film: Au Revoir, les enfants  (Malle '87)  

_________

21
Anticipating liberation.  Profile: Patrick Modiano.





 Film: Lacombe Lucien (Malle '74)   




 Read:  Vinen, ch. 9
--  Easter Monday is a holiday --
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22
Women in the Resistance, Profile: G. Tillion,





Sisters in Resistance (Wechsler '02) 




Read:  Vinen, ch. 10
_________

23   
Normandy.  Films: La Bataille du Rail  (end)




Rene Char: nom de guerre Alexandre (Prieur '07)





Read:  Vinen, Epilogue



--  May Day is a holiday --

_________

24
Liberation.  The Gaullist view.  The view post-Chirac.





Final stats.  Journals due.





Film: Is Paris Burning?  (Clément '66)

_________

Final Exam
2
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